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" This issue of the Quier Room has a special trear in store - an interview With o€ remarkable S———fromousaiext issie, Don joins the Guirar Interactive Quier Room team as a guest columnist
Canadian fingerstyle guitarist Don Alder. Winner of numerous internagional awards and widel [00.- 50 donT miss it
regarded among his peers as one of the world’s finest players, Don eame into our studio to £0°] P _ I T o P i e
. : . ; : : i : : : rowd we hav one line-up, including a Simon and Parrick parlour euitar (also
| perform a series of stunning pieces. In addirion te his trusty Yamahas, he also broughr with guh a N .]rum}wuse, ﬂ © IPVERRLIE 11 1c ]l Atk f FE a |-=.;L 1 ; "[ Ej]{” Bl .I oo
special trear - his vintage Dyer harp guirar, which you can'hear and see him in action with, ailing from Canada). a dreadnought m.rj-nﬁua. rm:n LS newcomers, Bedell and somerhing 'i.-'L...I'jl.-
" different indeed -a ) K-designed guirar from Mariner, a company which is making a name tor
Never heard of a harp guirar? Ir's an instrumenr thar is starring ro make a comeback atrer over ilsl:*.lfh}r using only woods from ‘sustainable’ sources. You may never have heard of some of the
100 years of relarive obscurity - indeed Gi's Paul Bretr has become a leading champion of the woods they use. bur you will cerrainly be able to hear the guitar in our review!
| INSTIUITEIE, .
|
| |
Gﬂf ﬂ C/I'JDFM - Editor
I gary@iguitarmag.com
| |
i
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A7 ﬁuimr Interactive is proud to welcome Canadian fingerstyle maestro Don
Vf‘hldcr for a revealing interview with our own Giorgio Serci, plus a series of
exclusive video performances. And don't miss our next issue when Don joins us
for a short series as a guest Quiet Room columnist!

Gary Cooper profiles the man widely acknowledged as one of the world’s finest
and most musical iingerstyle guirtarists.

b = i = s - s P &
It’s offering a hostage to fortune to describe any guitarist as 'as good as it gets’ (there’s always g ne

new just around the corner) but it's an almost inescapable reaction to hearing Canadian fingerstyl
genius Don Alder. Music isn't a contest to see who's best, but if it were - well, the list of guitar
comperitions Alder has won strerches back o 2004, when he sweprt the board in his native Vanco
managed a creditable fourth in Germany’s Openstrings Intetnational Fingerstvle Competition
and then went on to grab prizes in completions and fesrivals around the world, culminatii
international Guitar Idol comperition held in London in 2011, Don has now won all three nlgnl'
|

2007 International Fingerstyle championship. Meanwhile, praise has been showered on him h].? iblhw.lr

international gllirar conrests, inr.lllrling 2010% North American Guirtar Sujwrﬂml' contest and ¢

musicians and manufacrurers have been keen o snap him up as an endorser - 'm-::lurl[ug borh Yamaha
guitars and S-r_':,rlumlr Duncan piL‘J-:u[‘.ns_
:Hln'nl,l Hudson 2012
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THE QUIET ROOM_DON ALDER

Don Alder Interview Part 1

Having begun as a young child on a cheap
catal-::lguc guitar, lmught tfor him while

e was l:{}lwalﬁs-r:ing from an illness, Don
eventually gravitated to a better instrument,
catching the fingertsvle bug along the way.
But a budding career nearly ended in rragedy
when, as a teenager, he was thrown from

a rruck coming home from from a fishing
trip. With him was a friend, Rick Hansen.
While Alder recovered, Hansen's spinal
injuries resulred in his conhnement ro a
wheelchair, Nor thar this stopped Hansen,
who was determined to Live life to the

full. In 1985, Alder suspended his musical
career to hel p his friend achieve his guul.s,
illclLLLiiug a round the world wheelchair tour
from 1985-7. So heroic was the story that

it has since been used both as the basis for a
theatrical production and a movie (Heart Of
A Dragon), in which (and this is probably

164 . Guitar Interactive Magazine Issue 13

another first for an acoustic guirarist!) Alders
characrer is portrayed by an actor.

“My characeer is played by British actor
Andrew Lee Potts who's gained a lot of
popularity in roles for TV,” Alder says. "1
then went back into music and with the
lessons in determination 1 learned from Rick
during the rour | wenr on becoming the
only guirarist in the world ro win all three
major conrests. There were some key lessons
I learned rhar may be of value ro share wirh
ather aspiring guirarises.

“A lot of times people never pursue their
dreams for fear of failure, when really, failure
15 Just 1ot ]Ja".-'iug the COUTage to Ly,

It sounds corny but iUs true, especially for a
guy like me that cannor read or write music
in a funcrional aspect.
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THE QUIET ROOM_ DON ALDER

“After the rour 1 gor invalved with non
profits and disability related areas due to my
time on the Rick Hansen tour, so in other
words more socially responsible, aware and
involved. In 1987 music was just a hobby.
The wheelchair tech skills T got from the tour
eventually let me to representing Canada as
the equipment manager/tech for the 1996
and 2000 Paralympic Games, | retired from
that then got involved with the Vancouver
Adapted Music Sociery, which led to playing
in a band called Spinal Chord that had two
members with quadriplegia.

The band came to an end when the lead
:iil:g:r."kr}'huardist became [ayor of
Vancouver, That's wlien I starced to g0 solo,”

And what a solo career Don has had! In
berween making CDs and winning contests,
he has toured extensively both on his own
and with others, including Andy McKee.

=

“It's amazing to see Andy have such an
Lmpact on the acoustic eiitar around the
wortld, great guy and proud to know him,”
he says.

Don’s association with Yamaha is well known
burt he doesn’t play Yamahas exclusively -
and, indeed, has become something of a star
on the harp guitar. Harp guitars seem to be
starring a renaissance currently and Don is an
accomplished exponent on his - a 1918 Dryer,
which he bravely rook on tour in the UK in
2012 and brought into Guirar Interacrive’s
ET.I.'idil.'} - '}Fﬂll CAn CC d PCIf'I.'.I rInance “"jl'].'.l.

it in this fearure. Don reveals chat he is
C'lll'l'fﬂﬂ.}' W rk.[llg oI a signatun‘: [11CIE:|.I'.‘J. 'ﬁ’ifll
Scott Burwell, the owner of Holloway Harp
Cuitars.

Thar said, Don’s stage guitars are Yamaha LLX
hand-crafted series, ASCR A-series, and silent
guirars and he also has a Greenfield Signarure

Alvarez

Acoustic Guitars

Exclusively distributed in the
UK by

ﬁgotc—guitars 8

www.gotoguitars.com

Don Alder Interview Part ?
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THE QUIET ROOM_DON ALDER

Don Alder - DRDR Performance

sT

G

I Don Alder - Blue Shift Principle Performance Don Alder - Finger's Finger Performance
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Don Alder - Vibrato Lesson

Madel, the G4-DA Fanfrer. Like many of
the latest generation of. ler’s say ‘athletic’
AcOUSCc guitarists, the Yamahas sometimes
take a hcnring and Don is wryl}r pmud of the
tact that the Yamaha he used ro stun those

of us lu-:.‘lq; L‘il-[]'llgll to witness his winning
performance at the 2011 Guitar Idol final,
was held tn::-g,::thtr with liberal upplimtiun:i of
duct tape! I'm honestly not sure whether that
says more abour Yamaha or Don!

As our interview with Giorgio Serci shows,
Don is an engaging and modest man

with an asronishing ralent, bur it is in his
performance pieces thar he shines - and
where he shines isn't solely wich rechnical
brilliance (though he has it in spades}, ic’s by

17 . Guitar Interactive Magazine Issue 13

displaying an impeccable feel - that quality
which you can write reams abour and yer
still never manage to caprture the essence of.
The best acoustic guitarists (rwo thar spring
to mind are the lare Bert Jansch and the late
John Martyn) both exemplified ir. Though
technically gifted, it wasn't their echnique
that martered.

Guitar Interactive is proud indeed to
welcome Don Alder to the Quiet Room,
horh as a remarkable pertormer and, from
our nexr issue, as a guest columnise.
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Don Alder - Not A Planet Performance

Don Alder - Over The Top Performance
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